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PLEASE DON’T FORGET TO SUBSCRIBE



FOUNDATIONAL TEXT
Matthew 3:1-10 NIV

In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness
of Judea 2 and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has

come near.” 3 This is he who was spoken of through the prophet

Isaiah:
“A voice of one calling in the wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,

make straight paths for him.’”

4 John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather

belt around his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. 5

People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the
whole region of the Jordan. 6 Confessing their sins, they were

baptized by him in the Jordan River.

7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming

to where he was baptizing, he said to them: “You brood of vipers!
Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit

in keeping with repentance. 9 And do not think you can say to

yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that out of
these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 10 The ax is

already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not
produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.



WORKING DEFINITIONS
Forerunner - a messenger sent ahead of a king or significant
figure to announce their arrival, prepare the way, remove
obstacles, and ready the people to receive them.

Repentance - a Spirit-enabled change of mind and direction that
turns a person away from sin and toward participation in the life
and reign of God.

Kingdom of Heaven - the active reign and redemptive rule of God
breaking into the world through Jesus and calling people to live
under His authority.

Pharisees - a Jewish renewal movement devoted to carefully
interpreting and obeying Gods Law, believing that strict
obedience would prepare Israel for God’s coming kingdom.

Sadducees - the priestly and aristocratic leaders who oversaw the
Temple and sought to preserve religious and political stability by
cooperating with Rome.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS
1. How might God be inviting you to prepare the way for Jesus
in your home this week?

2. Where is God inviting you to change your thinking so that
your life fully reflects His kingdom?

3. Are you building your own kingdom or seeking to discover
your role in His?

4. Is there an area of your faith where you have become more
committed to religious comfort or appearances than to real
transformation?



EPISODE 7 KEY TAKEAWAY
John’s assignment was to prepare people to receive the King
who had come. The church’s assignment is to prepare people for
the King who will come again. The message has expanded, but
the mission remains the same: prepare people to meet Jesus.
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